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Instrumentation 

W HEN we talk about planning instruments, we must bear in mind that we need to differentiate 
between those which refer to and move in the legal sphere (laws, regulations and the plans 
themselves in that they constitute a consolidation of rights) from those which refer to purely 

technical aspects (speculative and scientific) of the subject and which allow, in the latter case, for the 
elaboration of, and innovation in concepts designed for the analysis and intervention at a territorial level. 

It would seem to be apparent that the legal instruments are designed directly and preferentially at the 
technical aspect of planning in that the social repercussion of the decisions which are taken with respect to 
physical space create rights and obligations which make the social forces work towards specific objectives 
in urban and territorial policies. 

However, we should not forget that the other field, the field of theoretical practice, is what offers these 
concepts and even the mechanisms which will make possible the rational assignation of resources to the 
territory and the pursuance of a fairer policy making. 

In the next few pages, we are offered instrumental aspects which are highly varied and which refer to both 
fields. 

Luigi Mazza offers a critical analysis of the the traditional plan for land use, basing his argument on the 
certainties and uncertainties produced by such in a Napoleonic legal system such as ours. However, any 
attempt to innovate in the field of planning instruments requires sufficient capacity of ana lys is to overcome 
the limits of the administrative system within which it is born and it is in this sense that he makes a 
comparative analysis with the discretional system of the British. 

We are all too accustomed to trying to solve problems which are generated by planning practice with more 
detailed new regulations. However often we do not realize that we have to get to the root of the problem 
which, more often than not, does not stem from the hypothetically fau lty regulation. 

In contrast, Paul Drewe tackles a conceptual problem on a technical level, that of computer science, which 
offers new tools and even new concepts (nets, corridors .. . ) in virtual space, and which allow us to come to 
grips with phenomena such as overcrowding, diffusion, polarities and much more of the problems which 
confront us in the intricate web of our contemporary built-up areas. 

Last, Stefano Pompei, whose favourite subject is the "perequazione", shows and defines for us the basis of 
the mechanism of redistribution of the costs and profits of urban transformation. 

Whereas the latter architect and researcher proposes concepts, Luigi Falco and Giuseppe Piazza offer 
practical cases for small towns, and Silvia Saccomani analyses the same methodology but app lied to the case 
of a big city, such as is the case of the Piano Regolatore de Torino. 

The subject of redi stribution has not been touched upon sufficiently in our country. In the past, we have used 
comp lex formulae offering compromised advantages which were not efficient but rather represented a type 
of bureaucratic mechanism which was extremely difficult to apply. 
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