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Abstract: Characterization, description, and geographical location of harmful bacterial agents in 

cetaceans are important for population surveillance and health monitoring around the world. This 

research compiles the pathologic features of nocardiosis in five free-ranging delphinids from the 

Canary Islands and Andalusia. All examined animals showed a disseminated pattern of infection 

with characteristic suppurative to pyogranulomatous lesions with thromboembolism in two or more 

organs. The obtained results provide the first record of N. otitidiscaviarum in cetaceans, the first 

account of N. farcinica in free-ranging dolphins, and confirmation of nocardiosis in central eastern 

Atlantic Ocean. 
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